
Las Conchas 
by Randal Jett and Matt Samet 

 
The following guide is reproduced with permission from the authors. The text and photos are from Matt and 
Randal’s excellent but out of print “Sport Climbing in New Mexico”. 
 
Warning:  Rock climbing is a potentially dangerous sport. The author’s opinions regarding the following climbs 
are intended to serve only as guidelines. It is the responsibility of each user of this guide to determine when our 
suggestions should be disregarded in favor of a more suitable approach. Helmets are advised. You are 
responsible for your own actions.  
 
Some climbs in this guide are equipped with cold shut anchors. These anchors are intended for lowering after a 
lead only. DO NOT BELAY ON OR TOP-OUT OVER OPEN COLD SHUT ANCHORS. Serious injury or death may 
occur if this warning is ignored. Top roping at this area is discouraged due to extremely poor anchors and loose 
rock at the top of the climbs. 
 
To get to the crags from Los Alamos take highway 502 to the "back gate" and turn right (west) onto State Road 4.  
Drive through the Valle Grande and continue until you see the Forest Service "Las Conchas" fishing access sign 
between mile marker 36 & 37.  Continue for another 0.1 miles and park in the first pullout on the right.  “Cattle 
Call Wall” is right in front of you, and “Roadside Attraction” is the large rock close to the road.  Cattle Call is 
great for beginners.  Almost any line you see can be toproped.  Several lines can be toproped on “Roadside 
Attraction”.  Other crags are scattered along the trail that runs parallel to the river, and downstream (best 
accessed from second, paved, pullout).  From Bernalillo/Albuquerque take 550 to San Ysidro, turn left onto State 
Route 4 and drive about 36.5 miles, past Jemez Springs and La Cueva. 
 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 


